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1171 Mechanical heart valves: Are two leaflets better than one?
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MD, Marisa De Feo, MD, Gary Grunkemeier, PhD, and Maurizio Cotrufo, MD, FECTS,
Portland, Ore, and Naples and Catanzaro, Italy
Long-term clinical outcomes were compared among 7 models of 590 single-disc valves and 10
models of 1283 bileaflet valves. Single-disc and bileaflet valves provide similar clinical
performance. The predominant use of bileaflet valves is not based on clinical outcomes.
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Canada
Heart cells and skeletal myoblasts transfected with vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF)
before transplantation into scarred rat hearts demonstrated greater VEGF expression than
unmodified cells or control cells. VEGF expression was primarily in transplanted cells and was
spatially limited to the scar and border zone and temporally limited to 4 weeks.
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spinal artery and the relevance of the lumbar arteries
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MD, and Rita Spirito, MD, Milan, Italy
The continuity of the anterior spinal artery and the prevalent origin of the Adamkiewicz artery
from the lumbar arteries might justify the systematic sacrifice of intercostal arteries during
isolated thoracic aortic repair. Nevertheless, it could be prudent to preserve the lumbar arteries
in case of extended thoracoabdominal aortic repair.
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1198 In situ implantation of a valved femoral vein allograft in a neonate with
pulmonary atresia with intact ventricular septum and severe tricuspid
regurgitation
Arata Murakami, MD, Tetsuhiro Takaoka, MD, Jyotaro Kobayashi, MD, Katsuhide Maeda,
MD, Tetsufumi Yamamoto, MD, Noboru Motomura, MD, Shinichi Takamoto, MD, Hiroko
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